Rule 901-5-05 | Terms of office for society directors and officers and conduct of
election. Effective: May 2, 2022

(A) Each society shall annually, and not later than the fifteenth day of November; elect as near
as mathematically possible, one third of its directors. The directors shall serve a three-year term,
not to expire later than the thirtieth day of November.
(B) Any society may: (1) Specify in its constitution the number of consecutive terms any person
may serve as a member of the board of directors; and (2) Provide in its constitution or by-laws -
for honorary directors with no voting power. ,
(C) The president of each society shall appoint three judges and two clerks. The election judges
and clerks shall remain impartial and avoid any conflicts of interest while conducting and
declaring the results of the election of directors. The election judges and clerks may be county
board of election officials, or members of the society. The election judges and clerks shall not
be candidates for election. Candidates may witness the count either personally or by proxy.
(D) Each society shall: (1) Keep polls open not less than four hours between six a.m. and nine
p.m. on the day of the elections; and (2) State the times polls open and close in each notice of
the election which is published or mailed in compliance with section 1711.07 of the Revised
Code.
(E) The secretary of each society shall supply the membership roll of the society to the election
judges.
(F) The election judges shall: (1) Verify the right of each member to vote before they issue
ballots, including verifying the voter's identity; and (2) Permit no member of a society to vote
by proxy or by absentee ballot.
(G) The election clerks shall: (1) Register the name of each person who votes;
(2) Tally the count on poll books and tally sheets supplied by the department;
(3) Place one copy of said poll book and tally sheet on file with the secretary of the society;
and (4) Mail or submit electronically one copy to the department within ten days after said
election.
(H) A majority of the board of directors or any group of twenty-five citizens of legal voting age
in a county or district may petition the department to supervise the annual election of directors
of the society in said county or district.
Each group shall: (1) State the reasons for such request in their petition;
(2) Include the address of each person who signed the petition; and
(3) File their petition with the director of agriculture at least fourteen days before the
election.
(I) Upon receipt of a petition, or upon receipt of other information which indicates that such
action may be desirable, the director of agriculture may:
(1) Make such investigation as the director of agriculture deems necessary and proper; and
(2) Assign one or more representatives of the department to supervise the election of a
society.
(J) If an election results in a tie vote, the election shall be resolved as follows:
(1) In the case of a tie vote on a referendum for a constitutional amendment, provision, by-
law or other issue, the referendum shall be deemed defeated.
(2) In the case of a tie vote in an election for a director, the winner shall be determined by a
flip of a coin.
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Rule 901-5-03 | Requirements for membership certificates..

Last Updated 5-2-2022.

Each society shall:

1. Issue each membership certificate in the name of the individual who paid the required annual
membership fee and presents proof of identification as described in division (A)(1) of section
3505.18 of the Revised Code. ‘ -

(2) Permit only those persons who paid the required annual membership fee, whose signatures
appear upon their membership certificates, and present proof of identification as described
division (A)(1) of section 3505.18 of the Revised Code to: (a) Vote at the annual election of
directors of the society; and (b) Hold any office of the society.

(3) Issue no membership certificate to any entity other than a natural person.

(4) Vote to approve the dates, times, and locations where memberships may be purchased. -

(5) Post in the annual premium book and/or on the fair's website the dates, times, and locations
where memberships may be purchased as approved by the board.

(6) Verify the purchaser has met the membership requirements upon transfer of the membership
certificate. |
(B) Membership certificates issued by each agricultural society shall bear:

(1) The dates (day and year) the membership begins and terminates;

(2) The name of the society;

(3) A space for the signature of the purchaser of said membership; and

(4) Consecutive numbering as required by section 1711.01 of the Revised Code.

Rule 901-5-04 - Declaration of candidacy for society directors

Last Update May 2, 2022

(A) Each candidate for the office of director of a society shall declare his candidacy by filing
with the secretary of the society, a petition signed by ten or more members of the agricultural
society, at least seven days before the annual election of directors is held. The petition
submitted shall state the specific seat for which the candidate is seeking to be elected. Any
member who fails to file a petition that includes a specific seat is ineligible for election as a
director. :

(B) The secretary of each society shall: (1) Announce the filing requirements for the office of
director and information as to how these may be fulfilled: (a) Conspicuously in the annual
premium list; and (b) In at least one newspaper of general circulation in the county or district
concerned, or on the society's website, no earlier than six weeks and no later than three weeks
before the annual election of directors. (2) Furnish blank petitions to any member of the society
who requests such petitions at any reasonable time. (3) Maintain and post a current list of the
society's members in a public place, the society's web- site, or make a current list available for
inspection, at any reasonable time, upon request of any resident of the county or district
concerned. (4) Determine the adequacy of the nominating petition filed by a candidate before
ordering the name of said candidate to be printed on the ballot, including a determination that at
Jeast ten signatories are members of the society.
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